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State Library of Pennsylvania
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History of the Forum Building
https://pa-gov.libguides.com/c.php?g=1266753

Educ ation Bui ld ing, Harr is burg, PA c a. 1931 Photo of Main L ibrary  atrium , E duc ation B uild ing c a. 1931
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PA S tate Library

• www.pa.gov/agencies/statelibrary.html

• Books

• Compilati ons of records

• Indexes

• Secondary Sources

PA S tate Archives

• www.pa.gov/agencies/phm c/

pa-state-archives.html

• Records

• Preservation

• Primary Sources

State Library vs. State Archives
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State Library vs. Historical Societies
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• Broad
• Enti re State of Pennsylvania
• Some out-of-state records

• Narrow Geographic Area
• Local resources
• List of County Historical Societies

• https://pa-gov.libguides.com/pagenealogy

• Birth, Marriage and Death  certi ficates

• Birth Certi ficates

• Ancestry PA 1906-1915
• PA Birth Indices (PHMC) -1906-1919

• Name, mother's name, date of 
birth, place of birth, file number

• Death Certificates
• Ancestry Pennsylvania  - 1906-1971

• PA Death Indices (PHMC) -1906-1974
• Name, date of death, place of 

death, file number

• Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission

• Recent Birth  and Death Records

• PA Dept. Of Health - Division of Vital Records
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Vital Records
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County Records Collection

• Varies by county

• Birth registrations

• Cemetery records

• Marriage Indexes

• Obi tuary Indexes

• Tax lists

• Pension lists

• Funera l Home Records
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•Not requi red before September 30, 1885
•Some counties recorded marriages earlier
•Newspaper announcements
•Church Registers
•Family Bibles

•After September 30, 1885
•Records kept by the county where the 
marriage took p lace
•List of PA County Courthouses at PA 
Unified Judicial System 
at http://www.pacourts.us/courts/courts-of-
common-pleas/individual-county-courts

Marriage Records

Cemetery Inscriptions
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Bible Records
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Family Histories

• Secondary source 
of information

• Facts should always 
be verified

• Good starting point for 
genealogical research
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• Biographies of prominent citizens
• Lists of local  churches

• Lists of Revolutionary War or Civil War veterans
• Background information about where your ancestor 

lived

• State L ibrary Catalog
• Books
• Microfiche
• Digi tal
• www.pa.gov/agencies/statelibrary.html

• PA Photos and Documents Collection
• www.powerlibrary.org

• State L ibrary Digi tal Collections
• https ://digitalcol lections.statelibrary.pa.gov/

Pennsylvania County Histories
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Local Histories

• Church membership l ists
• Military rosters
• Early settlers
• Early Businesses
• Early Newspapers

Church Histories
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• Records of Baptisms and 
Funera ls

• Histories of Congregations
• Lists of members

• Regimental Histories

• Digital and Print

• Pensions

• Pennsylvani a's Published Archives

• Milit ia lis ts

• Ship Passenger Lists

• Tax Lists

• Microfi lm and Fol d 3

• US Serial Set

• https://memory. loc.gov/am mem /amla
w/lwss.html

• www.govinfo.gov

• www.pa.gov/agencies/statelibrary.html
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Daily journal of the  192d Reg't , Pe nn'a Volunteer s, comm anded by Col. William B. 
Thomas, in the ser vice of the United States for one hundr ed days / by Joh n C. Myer s

Military Records
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• State L ibrary
• Microfilm

• Fold 3 – via PA State Archives

• 3rd Series and 5th Series

• Muster Rolls and Pension lists

• Early Marriage Records

• Claims against the Government

• Written accounts of settlers

• Oaths of Alleg iance

• Passenger Lists
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Pennsylvania Published Archives

Regimental Histories
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• U.S. Serial  Set

• Avai lable in microform and online

• Contains the reports, documents and 
journals of the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives

• Claims against the Government
• Pension files

• DAR reports
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Regional Federal Depository Library
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• Information not released for 72 years.
• 1790-1950

• 1940-1950 online only
• 1790 – 1840 Heads of Households

• 1850 – present – All members of 
the househo ld

• Agricultura l, Economic Censuses
• Some print indexes

• Questions varied with each census.

• US Census Bureau – Index of 
Questions

• National Archives – Blank Form
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Census Records

• Before January 1, 1820
• Passenger Lists were not required by law

• Prior to the Revolutionary War – Many British subjects weren't listed on 
passenger l ists because they were traveling from one area of Britain to 
another.

• No central depository for passenger l ists
• Published Pennsylvania Arch ives

• Many were published in books and journals.
• PA State Archives/Fold 3

• State L ibrary
• No passenger lists prior to 1820 at the National  Archives
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Passenger Lists

• Published Passenger Lists
• State L ibrary Catalog

• A Bibliography of Ship Passenger Lists: 1535-1825. Compiled by Harold Lancour.
• Passenger and Immigration List Index. By Wil liam P. Filby.

• There are many published passenger l ists that focus on specific time periods or a 
specific nationali ty or ethnic group.

• Pennsylvania German Pioneers: A Publication of the Original  Lists of Arriva ls in the 
Port of Philadelphia from 1727 to 1808 by Ralph B. Strassburger and William J. Hinke 
(digital version accessible using the State Library catalog)

• Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission – PA State Archives
• Port of Philadelphia Passenger Lists from 1727-1808

• Published Pennsylvan ia Arch ives on Fold3

21

Passenger Lists - Before January 1, 1820
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• Avai lable on microfilm
• Name, address and 

occupation
• Source of local  history 

information

Pennsylvania City Directories

Pennsylvania Newspapers

24
Altoona Mirror,  December  9, 1942

Altoona Mir ror, September 17, 1913

• Obituaries
• Marriages
• Births
• Employment
• Social Engagements
• Property sales
• Estate Information

• All  67 counties
• Oldest on microfilm - 1719
• Oldest print newspaper – 1729
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• State L ibrary
• Sanborn Fire Maps

• Historical Maps
• Census Enumeration Maps
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Maps and Atlases

Maps and Atlases
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• www.powerl ibrary.org
• Pennsylvania Libraries

• Local resources
• Newspapers

• Maps and Atlases
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PA Photos and Documents Collection
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Surname Files
• Genealogical research performed by 

former State Library staff and 

researchers

• Contains geneal ogies and fam ily 
histories

• PA Photos and Documents – State 
Library Genealogy Collect ion

• Links to each surname included 
in the Digital Genealogy 

Resources Libguide

• Microfi lm
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Family Histories and Genealogies

• State L ibrary Catalog

• PA Photos and Documents
• www.powerl ibrary.org

• Microfilm
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MyHeritage

• Avai lable to  PA Residents 
at www.powerl ibrary.org
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• https://pa-gov.libguides.com/

• Genealogy at the State Library of PA

• American Civil War Resources Guide

• Revolutionary War Era Resources

• Genealogy Research and the Census

• Digi tal Genealogy Resources at the State 
Library of PA

• Pennsylvania Newspapers
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State Library of PA Libguides
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• https://digitalcollections.state
library.pa.gov/

• Family Trees
• Historical Newspapers

• Blair County Whig
• German Language

• Rare Collections
• State Documents

• PA Bulle tin
• Pennsylvania Angler
• Pennsylvania Game 

News

State Library Digital Collections
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Pennsylvania Newspapers

• Births, Marriages and Deaths
• Local Businesses
• Local History
• Photographs

5/27/2025 35

Rare Collections

Harrisburg Newspaper Index

• Marriages and 
Deaths

• 1799 - 1827
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• Obi tuaries published between 
1891 and 1904

• Civil War Veterans
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Necrology Scrapbooks
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Genealogical Family Tree of John George 

Bechtel.
Circa 1865

Creator: Gilbert , Franklin Bechtel;

P.S.  Duval & Sons Lithograph

Publisher: P.S.  Duval & Sons Lithograph

Family history dates span f rom about 1740 to 

1865 (1937 with addendum).

Dimensions: 31"x26"
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(J ako b an d U rsu la) Eis enh ar t Ance stry

Da te: 19 62

Cr eat or:  Eisen har t, G eor ge  W., Jr .

Pub lishe r:

Eisen ha rt, Geo rg e W., Jr.

Co ntr ib uto r

Eisen ha rt, Willis Wolf;  Ge ist, A. F ra nk

De scrip tion : Fam ily hist ory  da tes s pan  fr om  ab out  15 20 t o 1 962 . 

Co nra d Eise nha rt em igra ted  fr om  Ge rm any to Yor k Co unt y,  

Pen nsylva nia . Andr ea s Eisen ha rt I I em igr ate d fr om  Ge rm an y to  the  

Allen town , Pen nsylv ania  ar ea . Th e f am ily tre e p ro vide s ge ner al 

no tes  on the  hist ory  an d or igin  of the  fam ily su rn am e o r a nces tor s 

of  no te. T he  fa mily t re e dis play s a c oat  of arm s fo r the fam ily 

su rna me , a nd a  br ief exp lana tion  of mo tifs.

Dim ens ions : 31 "x4 1"
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Dr. Obed Macy and Lucinda Polk Ancestral 

Family Record
Date: 1932

Creator: O'Gorman, E lla Foy

Publisher: O'Gorman, E lla Foy

Description: Family history dates span f rom 

1127 to 1927.  Ancestors also lived in 

California, Indiana, Kentucky,  Maryland,  

North Carolina, and Massachusetts. The 

family t ree provides general notes on fam ily 
history and ancestors of note.

Dimensions: 31"x20"
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Useful Websites
State L ibrary of Pennsylvania Website
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/statelibrary.html

State L ibrary of Pennsylvania – Library Collections (links to our on line catalog and our 
Digi tal Collections homepage)
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/statelibrary/general-public.html

State L ibrary of Pennsylvania Genealogy Libguides
https://pa-gov.libguides.com/pagenealogy

State L ibrary of Pennsylvania Libguides List
https://pa-gov.libguides.com/sl research

Power Library (access to MyHeritage and PA Photos and Documents)
https://powerlibrary.org/

PA State Archives Contact In formation
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/phmc/pa-state-archives.html

Contact Us at:​

Emai l: ra-refl ib@pa.gov

Phone: 717-783-5950​

Website: https://www.pa.gov/agencies/statelibrary.html
Genealogy Libguide:https://pa-gov.libguides.com/pagenealogy

42

S tate  Lib ra ry o f PA, M a in  R ea d ing  R oo m , J an u ary  2 02 3

State Library of Pennsylvania

Hours:
Tuesday: 10 am – 6 pm
Wednesday: 10 am – 6 
pm
Thursday: 10 am – 6 pm
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Contact/Mission

For more information on genealogical research, please visit  the State 
Library's website at https://www.pa.gov/agencies/statelibrary.html.

The mission o f the Department of Education is to ensure  that every learner has access to a 
world-class education system that academically prepares chi ldren and adults to succeed as 
productive citizens. Further, the Department seeks to establ ish a culture that is committed to 
improving opportuni ties throughout the commonweal th  by ensuring that technical  support, 

resources, and optimal learning environments are avai lable for al l students, whether children or 
adults.


