How to Start Tracing Your Family Tree

Tt doesn’t have to be hard to start researching your family history, Tust like any thing else,
begin with what you know—in this case, yourself—and work baek in cime to your parencs,
your grandparents, and so on. These 140 tips will get you going.

» Gather what you alraady know about your family, Seour

vaur basemenl, allic and ¢ ogels {and Lhose of relalives)
and callect family recards, ¢lo paotaos, letters, diar es,
photacopies “rom farly Ribles, and newspase- el'ppings.

. Talk to your relatives. Azk your parents, grand azreats,

<Unte avd uneles about -hair memaries, Don't ack jLst
abaul (a2 s ane da es—gel he & ories o Lagir Arowing up
and of the aneestars thay retmember

.Put it an paper, While doeaowlhal you know and 1 oal
3 fivg-geaeration 'pecigree” chart ffir d o at «wwaw.
familytreemagazine.comifraaformss,

. Facus your s2arch. Den' try to fi lin the blanks in your

family tree al at oree  focus on semeone from —he most
recen. genaralio 1whers vour ¢harl is missing i fo-malion.
Tty to ansaver that ' mystery” first, then work aaclavard in
t'ms.

. Search the Web. Try Coozle searck ez and websitas such

as Anzestrycom <ancestry.com> {ay sLbseription) and
Lhe FamilySearch Record Search Pilol =pilst.familysearch.
org= (free). Bu-dar't eqp=c-to "find yvoar weale =aimaly
tree” onlir

6 Explore specific Web sites about vour ethr ¢ hantzge
ar tae parts of the country where your relatives lived.
Slarl i h Farily Jree \Magazine's lisl o” | J1 Besl Websi a4

Genealogy Advice and Links

= AfriGeneasg <afrigensas.com>

u Cyndi's List «wvan cyndislist. com>

= FamilyTresMagazine.com <familytreemagazine coms

= JewishGen <jewishgen.org>

= Natisrial Archives and Records Administration: Genealogy
<archives.govigen=alogy>

Genealogy Records and Indexes
® Angestry.com <ancastry.coms (hy subscriprian)

= Ancestry Library Edition {free at mar y librar'es; ack at senealogy desk)
u Civil War Saldigrs and Sailars System <o itd.nps. goviansss {[res=)

= Ellis Island Passenger Search <ellisisland.args {free)
= FamilySearzh <familysearch.org> {(ree)

u FamilySearch Record Search Pilat <pilat. familysearch.args {free)

= Foatnate.com <foolnole.conys {by subse-iption)
n Gensalagy Bank <gensalogybank.com> {oy subscrip.ian)

» HeritageQuest Online iree af masy Ibraries; ask 2t ganealogy deck)

= The USGenWeb Praject <usgenweb.org>

<wawn. familytreemagazine com/Infa/191Best2099= and
Cyndi’s List «oyndislist.com>,

. ¥Yisit the library. | cok fo- censug records on microfilee

or inonlire databages {ask the ibrarian), z¢ wvell 22
resourees such as rewspapers, cly d -eclories, sehool
yearhaaks and lacal history books.

. Dnszaver your azal Family Histary Cantar, Tl

Church of Jeaus Chhzt of | atter-day Saintchas more
thas A1.000 Fanily Hiczory Centers whara youcavteathe
werld's araes. colles ion of 2enealogical in ‘ormalion. You
eat borrow e erofiln of hirts mare age, desth, immageat an
and oher records from all over the world. 7o “ind the center
naarast you, poto waneras familysearch. orglengdlibraryFHT!
frameset theasps.

. Organize yaur new infarmatisn. [hteryou-fincingsinta

farily zres software prograns ot an paper charts fniake
aure you note your zources). F le photocopies and notac by
family, g2ogrephy cr source <o you can r2 er —o them again,
YWrile cown 4 .ores and phalograph heirlooms, Loo.
l . Vigit the state archives website fo- ol - avcestral

slales {lirk Lz LHe sile lron =vwanastatearchivists.

argfstates.htm=). | ook ~or infarmztion ahcu- genca ogy
resourees toleash what reco-ds mighs ex’st ebout your

ancestore. Many ¢tase archives even peet online datz aases of
avariely of genezlogizal informalion.

Genealogy How-to Books

m The cvervth hg Guide to Oniire Gehediogy by
Kirnber y Poveell {ada+s Media)

m rarmly Tre s legeoes: Nrezeremg Memones
Throughoust Tme by Allison Stacy and Diane
Haddad (Fanuly "= Buoks)

m Hoy: to Do cvervihng Genealogy by Gearge
G. Morgar {MeGraw | il )

w The Faruly Tree Receege Roox for Genealogicts
edized by Saaron DeBartelo Carmack ard
Etin Nessiuy {Fanu y Tree Boaks)

m Jrmpuzzliag Yeur Bast by E<ily Anne Croom
{Family lree Boaks:

m 140 D9 You Tk ou Are? The Fzzention
Bwide to Trazing Your rowily Histary by Meaar
St & yek Smolenyak (Miking)

family+tree
<familytreémagazine.com>

Araat
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Family and Home Information Sources Checklist
Use this checklist as a guideto sources of information you might find in your home or the home of a rdative

Check each sourceyou find.
O Pubications’ nawspape ... Civil and Legal Adtivity
dippings (abalt the paracn) O Bads
O saapbocks O aurmons
7 = %90*3‘ O 9tpoan
! @00 ... Employment O Guardian Papas
o : -~ ! \ O sodd Sawrity Card O Cortrads
1{/ O Appretio=hip Reoards O Baurty Award
s s | Q Citaticrs
o= RS O Adieamat Awards .+ . Family
™ M O Disbility Rexorcs O Bidle
d i e N , ik O PedonRexrds U Lineages
bk A eoRN R pt O Merbaship Reords O Gewdoges
. / " ‘ O IncomeTax Reoards O Higtaries
| v , / O UnionReords O Bulding newdetas
g (== 3 ; O serganeRexrds O Cot f Arms
£ ), S T O Reiramat Reoards
g - « ’ i | ...Health
g - 5 o : ..« Military Senice ] Homitd Reoords
W I8 \\ O sdativeSaviceRaxrds O Meia Reords
b weTverss . . O PedonRexrds O Imrmuniztion Reaords
< 5 [ O Natiord Guard O XRays
- RECT — N Snice Raxords O ImarancePapas
2 A2 00 O citaticns O vaodretion Rexrds
o - O Disshility Records
et - U smvieMeds ...Household Items
Sources of information .. School g Frgbgi‘; E E?gged Itams
ot g ET:; ;;ds U DishargeRexrds O diveware
...Birth Cll Awerds U Sword O gitched Sarpler
0O Baby Bock O Gradaticn Diplormes £ FieriTs U Tepetries
i : O unifam O Quilts
O Adcption Reord O Traregipts =F
... Marriage Hi : ++» Land and property
O weddng Amounaament ... ReligiousActivity N Dierere 2 Hcanses
E X\/::S;Q Bozknmxmt o Beng U Lend Grants O Ocpetion
= = Ba:ﬂsma Rezurd O wate Rights O Profesad
Divorce L] Crituing Record U Martgages O HurtingFiging
O Corfirmaticn Reoard O Lesss Or
U Papas O Ordnation Rexrd O et 0 Dtiz.iersm
. Death O Mingeid Rexrd g Hibkratad T O Meter vetide
i . EdaeRenrds
S (F)L?wte?ém O JEOLV:E DigiLile O Firendd Records ... Citizenship Papers
O will i O Naurdiztion Papas
O Memarid Cards g g:gm O AlienReggration
O Ldtes S Departmant Papars
e Ovia

O Auogaph Album
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¥ Biographical Outline of the Life of

FamilyTree

. . ¥ oaan e
[Narne o* Persor)

Record information on education, military service, marviage, children, ilfnesses, religions milestones, sigrations,
restdesces, jobs, fastily events, land purchases, court appeararices, deaths and buvials, etc.

Jaze

Age

kvent and Place

Sourze

Beginner’s Packet, North Hills Genealogists, 2015; updated 7/2019.



2' Family Group Sheet of the

Family  FamilyIree

¥Fwaisez xe

Full Nzme of Hushand

is Fathe-

I is Mother with Ma den Name

Fill Nzme of Wifa

ke Fatier

| @ Weher valh Maider Narme

Source i Saurce it

Birh Date and P ace

Farrage Date and Place

Death Date a1d Flace

Buiizl

Birch Date and P ace

Dealh Da.v aad Fluce

Burizl

Other Spouses

Marrigge Date and Place

Conleren o This Marriage

Jir.q Dae zrd Place

Dealh Dale, Place and Buarial Werdagye Dele, Place and Spuasu

GHAM e Meusc Mestua
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The Importance of Citing Sources in Genealogical Research

When beginning genealogical research, it is vital to record citations for all sources
used to gather data and to do so with accuracy. This practice not only provides scholarly
verification of all findings, but also adds integrity to your compiled genealogy.

When a genealogical researcher, amateur or professional, can cite the specific source
of found data, then the resulting information can be published, shared, and/or submitted with
the highest credibility. Other reasons to cite all sources as you research your family are for
keeping track of where and when you have searched, to create a specific record of every
utilized source, and for avoiding the unnecessary duplication of researching within a source.

The source citation standard for genealogists is detailed in the book, Evidence
Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace by Elizabeth Shown Mills, g,
ceL, Fasc, Fnas, Fuca: Mills also has published online with various tutorials, “quick check”
examples, and numerous models that are correctly cited. The Evidence Explained Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/evidenceexplained/ and its companion website
https://www.evidenceexplained.com are strongly recommended for your use.

Evidence Explained includes information for gathering and formatting the citation, no
matter what type of source. A source of genealogical information could be print or digital,
family lore or interview, or even an heirloom item. The links provided on Evidence Explained
offer easy-to-find answers to citation questions for genealogists.

All well-known, online genealogical programs and services are set up so that source
citations can be included when inputting data. A common practice among experienced
genealogists is to set up an Excel spreadsheet with fields for the categories of information for
sources, such as title, author, type of source, date of access, and more. Refer to Evidence
Explained for what details to write down for the source citation and for where to find those
details within a source.

Here are other places to access information about how and why to cite sources of
information in genealogical research:

> Cyndi’s List of Genealogical Sites on the Internet, “Citing Sources”
https://www.cyndislist.com/citing/citations-in-genealogy/

> FamilySearch.org Research Wiki, “Source Citation Formats”
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Wiki:Source_Citation_Formats

> Article by Kimberly Powell, “How to Cite Genealogy Sources”
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-cite-genealogy-sources-1421785
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Written by Susan L. Ennis, Co-Editor, North Hills Genealogists, 2018

Creating a Genealogical Research Plan

Date

Goal:

Known Facts Working Hypothesis
Questions

Research Methods Potential Sources
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Research Log

Arcestor's ramsa

Oojectivaiz)

Leca ity

Dalg 7| Locatiors
search | call normser

Crozzonipio af sodos
[authar;, title, year, sages)

Corerne il M.
U teza of seacch, results, wears srd namas seaschad) | nurher
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